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elaborate schemes guch as putting
Anyone who has sat back Vvalid data "under" the errors.

helplessly listening to their disk The first guestion which comses
drive self-destruct by banging itself to mind is to ask whether these
against the stop while trying to load efforts have been successful. So far
a piece of software has been they have not. Each time a new scheme
frustrated, by the software 1% developed for protecting a disk
industry’s practice of from being copied, a new program is
copy-protecting their software. As developed which can copy it anyway.
with most subjects, I have strong We have all seen ads in the backs of
opinions on copy protection. 1 the popular computing magazines
thought that I would take this selling the latest "nibblersg". Why
opportunity to share them with you. are these copy programs allowed?

Before I start, let me make it DBecause, by copy protecting their
clear that in no way do I or the MCCC software, these software companies
condone the illegal duplication of @re infringing on an owners’ legal

copyrighted software. That is, and right to make back-up copies of a
will remain, strictly against the Program he has purchased. The problem

club rules. But copy protection is tha@ these programs are as readily
schemes and illegal copies have very 9ccessible to pirates as they are to

little to do with each other as [  anyone elsa,
will try to examine. And 20 it goes, round and round.

First, what is copy protection? New schemes are developed to protect

it is the industry’s attempt to software and naw methods are
insure that no one except the person developed to copy it anyway. Who
who acgually purchased the program Denefits? Certainly not the

uses it. It has been estimated that Purchasery he pays an inflated price
with annual revenues from software for the software he buys to cover the

sales at $2.2 billion, an additional C€O8ts of developing the new software
$800 milfion in annual revenues is Protection scheme. Not the software
being lost to  piracy. Software Manufacturer  either; a new copy
companies, in order to reduce to size Program is always available to
of that loss, spend millions of Pirates as soon as his software hits
dollars coming up with ways to insure the shelves and his software  is
that caopies cannot be made of their COPied at just about the same rate as
software. This is most often done by it would have been without the latest
adding errors to disks intentionally Scheme. The only people who really
and them having the program check +or Dbenefit from the entire process are
the existence of those errors before the manufacturers of copy programs.

it will run. Lately, some of the S0, what is the answer? First,
\\‘ larger companies have gone to more Cont’d on Page 3
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The MID-CITIES COMMODORE CLUB is
a non-profit organization devoted to
the collection and dissemination of
computer knowledge, to the
encour agement of computer education
and to the use of Commodore computers
in the home, at school and in
business. Appropriate and legal use
of all types of software are
encouraged by this club.

The MCCC is not connected with
Commodore Business Machines Ltd. or
Commodore Inc. Commodare and
Commodore product names (PET, CBM,
vIiC and C-464) are registered
trademarks of Commodore Inc.

Qur meetings are open to all.
Yearly membership dues are $20.00 and
entitle the member to a monthly
mailed copy of the MCCC NEWS, the
club newsletter, library copying
privileges, attendance at any or all
chapter and club meetings as well as
participation in club sponsored
classes. Dues are paid on a calendar
year basis and new members who join

after March 31 of each vyear pay
prorated dues for the months
remaining.

Material printed in the MCCC NEWS

is not copyrighted unless so noted.
Articles may be reprinted by other user
groups or individuals who find it

helpful. We only ask that proper credit
is given to the author and the MCCC as
the source.

The MCCC NEWS accepts advertising
from both members of the club and from
commercial establishments. Member rates
are free for classified ads. These ads
must be computer related and not of a
commercial nature. A commercial ad is
defined as one where you are running a
business and are selling the same item
or items to many people. Members

submitting such ads will be charged
commercial rates.
COMMERCIAL RATES are as follows:

$60,00 per full page ad, #30.00 per half
page ad, %$20.00 per quarter page ad and
$10.00 per business card. Non-members
will pay commercial rates.

The deadline for submissions to the
MCCC NEWS is the third Saturday of each
month. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY
CAMERA-READY AD COPY. Make all checks
pavable to Mid-Cities Commodore Club and
mail to Editor-MCCC NEWS, P.0. Box 1578,
Bedford, Texas 76021

MEETINGS

May 4 Board of Directors Mtg. 10 AM

Western Hills Inn
May 11 Arlington Chapter 9:00 AM
Arlington Community Ctr.
Vandergriff Park

Grand Prairie Chapter 1:30 PM

Grand Prairie Public Library

May 18

HEB Chapter Meeting 1:30 PM
Hurst Recreation Center

Ft. Worth Chapter 1:30 PM
General Dynamics Rec. Area

8th ig

Newsletter Deadline
for the JUNE Issue,

May 20 Ft. Worth Night Chapter 7 FM
St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church
5910 BRlack Oak
River Daks Addition

May 21 Grand Prairie Chapter & PM

COMING UP

MAY
S M T W T F 8
1 2 3 4
S 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Grand Prairie Public Library
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PYESIDENT'S COLUAN

topy protection schemes should be
eliminated. Copy protection not only
is wasteful, it infringes on an
owners legal right to make his own
back-up copies. It is also, in some
respects, counter-productive, There
are some pirates who enjoy nothing
better than the challenge of
eliminating a new protection method.
By simply eliminating the challenge,
some piracy could be eliminated.
Secondly, software prices should be
set at & level consistent with the
quality of the product being
marketed. Almost all software is
currently being overpriced. Prices
have begun to decline recently but
they still have a way to go. #25 to
$35 is a lot of money to pay for a
game. #15 would make a lot more sense
from a value-received standpoint and
would boost sales tremendously.

There are signs that it might
now all be changing. In fact there
are some companies which have never
copy protectad their software,
Infocom for one, and have not seemed
to have suffered unduly from not
doing eo. I applaud them for their
good sense. I also recently purchased

a program from Value Plus software

which I will be adding to ouw club
library shortly. They freely allow
copies to be made of their software.
The only request being that if vyou
intend to use the program, please
send $10,

What lies on the horizon is
anyone’s guess. All I can do is hope
that good sense will prevail. Until
it does, we can all continue to spend
money on programs which allow us to
make copies to which we are legally
entitled anyway {(watching copy

program manufacturers get rich) and
listening to our disk
self-destruct,

drives

Our continuing thanks to
BABBAGE'™S and VIDEOLAND
for supplying the software
for our reviews. Please

patronize these stores and
vocalize our appreciation
of their support.

e Don’t

JUST A REMINDER

As newletter editor 1 receive
newletters from all over the country. We
trade newsletters with many other user
groups so that an article generated in
one publication may be reproduced in
many other clubs., I am very pleased to
report that our newsletter is one of the
most copied compared to the ones that I
receive. I am proud that our club is
considered among the leaders in the
tissemination of Commodore information.

In order to maintain the quality of
our newsletter, I would like to remind
members that we are always looking for
articles and bits of information #rom
our own people. OQur club has grown
tremendously in the past vyear and input
for publication in the newsletter is now
coming from many different sources. To
facilitate the use of all materials sent
to us, the editors request that all
newsletter articles be submitted on disk
or via modem. Your disk will be labeled
and returnad to vou promptly. Articles
may be left on Startext (Mail Code
66484) as well as the club BBS., Written
confirmation will acknowledge the safe
retrieval of vyour article if sent in
this manner.

The newsletter deadline will
continue to be the third Saturday of
every month. Due to the mailing schedule
there can be no exceptions. '

We will continue to accept member
ads in writing, rather than on disk.

Please help us improve the
newsletter by encouraging your friends
and relatives to submit anything of
interest. 1 assure vyou we will consider
all information seriously.

forget the Jim Butterfield
weekend - May 80, 11 and 12. Tickets
will still be available to the general
session on Saturday, May 11 at the door
tor $5. This is youwr chance to see and
hear Jim in person and to see the new
Commodore C128 that will soon make it’s
way into our homes. That’s at 7:30 PM at
the Western Hills Inn at the corner of
Hwy. 157 and Hwy. 10 in Euless. See you
there.

—
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LARKY GROERE

Imagine if vyou
disk drive.

I don’t know about vyou, but mine
would store a lot. Perhaps it could
replace 30 or 40 of my current diskettes
and hold all that at once. That would be
nice. 1’d never have to go looking for a
program again. Paperclip, Vizastar,
Loderunner, Superbase, Logo - they’d all
be on this same wondrous diskette. Just
turn on the computer, tell it what to
load, and I know it would be there.

This drive would be faster, too, and
maintenance free. And the cost - even
with all these improvements - should be
reasonable: $500 or less.

What I want is a hard digk drive.

Do you want one? 1If all the above
could be achieved, of course you would.

There’s only one problem. The
people at Commodore don’t think you do.
That’s why they aren’t working on any
hard disk drives for the Cé4 or even the
new (128, To quote a Commodore
spokesperson, "...right now when the
sales of disk drives to home computers
are only JUST stabilizing at
one-for-one, I still find it hard to
believe that people will buy disk drives
that require another disk drive in order
to load and run commercial software."

0f course until recently, CBM didn’t
think you wanted a disk drive of any
sort. They were under the impression
that the Datasette would be more than

will, your ultimate

adequate. And that’s why there was a
shortage of 1541 drives a vyear or two
ago.

There are now some small third-party
companies who have perceived enough of a
market for hard disks to begin making
CBM-compatible drives. Most of these
announced products store between 10 and
25 megabytes of data and will cost from
%1200 to %2000,

The problem
will be cost. I
spokesman was right

with these products
think the Commodore
when he told me that
at #1200 (or more) there won’t be many
buyers. However, hard drives needn’t
cost that much.

Firsgt reason: Over
Trameil is

Jack
10-15

at Atari,
hard at work on a

megabyte drive that will cost 400 to 600
dollars.

Second reason: the 99 ad in Byte.
A number of discount computer suppliers
have begun advertising a hard disk for
just $99. It’s a S megabyte drive
without power supply, cabinet, or
controller circuitry, but it’s a price
breakthrough nevertheless.
It's cheap beacause 35S-meg storage is
considered too little for business use.
But at home - why that’s the equivelent
of 30 absoultely crammed-full floppies.
Enough for my needs... ,

It shouldn’t be to hard to put
together a $100 hard disk in a cheap
plastic cabinet with some CBM-compatible
electroics, sell the package For %400 or

less, and still make a profit. Somebody
should do it, ideally Commodore
themselves. If YOU +find the prospect

appealing, write to CBM’s corporate
headquarters and tell them so.

After all, my CBM spokesman also
said, "if we can show a real demand for
hard drives for the &4/128, then I am

sure that one will be produced at a

reasonable price by someone."
ON THE FLOWCHART ’gJ\
BY JEAN JACKSON
Reprinted courtesy of The Register,
Tulsa Area Commodore Users Group
1. 0, COMAL Ye Faithful -~ The Mormon
Tab an Apple Choir

2. Big Baud John -~ Elvis Presskey
3. GOSUB It On the Mountain —- Andrae

Crunch

4, Silicon Valley P.T.A. - Jeannie C.
Relay

5. 1I’m Proud To Be an Okidata from
Muskogee -~ Merle Hacker

4. Boot It! -~ Michael Jargon

7. Bad, Bad Leroy Cheatsheet -~ Shirley
Template

8. The First Time Ever I Saw Your
Interface —— Paul McCartridge

9. DOSbusters (who ya gonna call) ~--
Dan Hackroyd

10. Thoroughly Modem Millie -- B.B.S.
King
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D OYAPTER NEWS

FORT WORTH

The next meeting of the Fort Worth
Chapter will be Saturday, May 18, at the
GDRA at 1:30 PM. We will have a
demonstration of the 1520 plotter. We
algo hope to have a review of some
educational programs by Learning
Technologies. ~ Randy Jellison

FW NIGHT CHAPTER

Another great modem demonstration
by David Wiley is scheduled for the May
20th meeting of the FW Night Chapter.

We would like to thank Bob Lawson
for his work and generosity in donating
a full disk of utility programs to the
club. (See New Library Disks) In
addition to the disk catalog program and
games disk, Bob has written a series of
directory printing programs primarily
for the 1525 printers. Bill Jones has
rewritten "Tiny Directory" to facilitate
enhanced print modes for the newer
1526/802 printers.

Our chapter will be selling a 14
page catalog of the club’s library disks
for #1.25 (printing cost) at the next
meeting. The club library of disks is
alsp available ON DISK from the chapter

librarian. Thanks to all who
participated in updating the library
catalog. - Bruce Umbreit
ARLINGTON

The April meeting at the FARA
Traffic Control Center was very well
attended thanks to Dave Rodgers’
organization and planning. Our next
meaeting will be Saturday, May 11 at a
new time, 9 AM, at the Arlington

Community Center in Vandergriff Park. We
are looking forward to an interesting
demonstration on spreadsheet programs.
Come and join us. - Jonathan Riba

HEEB NEWS

The HEB chapter will
at the Hurst Recreation

meet on May 18
Center. The

program will be a mini series of
application programs including a
spreadsheet, data base and word
processor.
Wanted: Females

Women needing computer information
and advice will be interested in the
resource group now forming. Attend the

next chapter meeting and make your
wishes known. -~ Laura Clements

|« Yliceelces

A proposal to create and maintain a
club bulletin bgard was overwhelmingly
approved at the Guarterly Meeting, April
20. The BBS will be open to members only
to allow maxkimum access to the users.
Members desiring the services of a BBS
are being asked to contribute $10 a vyear
to help cover the expenses. Chapter
officers are now accepting applications
and fees for this new service., Specific
details of the service are now being
planned and the excitment over this new
project is quite high among officers and
members alike. It is hoped that the
system will be in operation within the
next month,

Proposed features of the MCCC BBES
include electronic mail, classified ads,
a current and accurate calendar of
events as well as the latest information
about Commodore products. The BBS could
provide the club leadership a method of

keeping in touch with members on a more
personal basis. Information for
publication could be sent to the
newsletter staff in a more efficient
manner. Easy access to expert help with
your computer problems and periodic
public domain downloads comprise only a

few of the henefits.

If this sounds exciting to vou, why
not become a charter member and sign up
at your next chapter meeting. A minimum
of 60 member families is required to
begin the purchase of equipment. Let’s
get things rolling. Don*t delay.
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W-LINE

COPYRIGHT 1885 BY PAUL MOTISE
ROCKVILLE COMMODORE USERS GROUP

Permission to reprint given by author.

A BAUDY STORY.

A user group member who
contemplated purchase of a new modem
once asked me if a 1200 baud unit was
"the way to go". Implied was that 1200
was better than 300, As cheaper high
speed modems enter the market, 1200 baud
units are within our grasp. PBefore we
reach out for the naw toys, let’s take a
clogser look at baud rates and see if
1200 is indeed the way to go.

Baud rate is a measure of data
tranemission speed. For trivia buffs,
“"baud" originally refered to

Capabilities of telegraph equipment and
was named after J.M.E. Baudot, inventor
of the Baudot telegraph code. Baud rate
is, technically, the number of signal
events on & line, per second; a 1 or a O

being such an event, The rate is
approximately equal to the number of
bits per second. I say approximately

3.33
each 1 or

because at 300 baud, for example,
milliseconds are allowed for
O-~the unit of time when a voltage
signal will either be high or low. For
our purposes, it is acceptable to equate
baud rate with bits per second. Now you
can impress vyour friends at the next
cocktail party--it*s not EXACTLY bits
per second because..... This will awe
your techie friends and totally alienate
everyone else. Anyway, even though 300
baud sounds fast, we can only transmit
30 characters per second at this rate.
That's because 10 bits are needed For
each character: one start bit, either 7
"data bits plus a parity bit or 8 data
bits with no parity, and a stop bit.

With the advent of cheaper 1200
baud modems such as the Volksmodem 12 by
Anchor Automation (under $300) or
Commodore’s forthcoming 14670 {under $100
?), does it pay to go for 12007 Before
you decide, consider this., A 1200 baud
unit requires the speed of machine
language programs. BASIC programs are
only fast enough to keep up with 300
baud., A 1200 rate pushes the technical

" advantage of 1200. Furthermore,

capacity of voice grade phone lines to
the limity higher speeds are more
vulnerable to line noise. Next, pay
services charge more for 1200 baud
access; usually on-line rates are twice
those for 300. Remember, though, that
while the charges may double, your

communication is four times faster. So
it paye, right? Not quite! If you spend
most of your on-line time in interactive
chats, forget 1200, First, your typing
speed will never be high enough to take
if your
correspondent is blasting some textto
your screen at 1200 baud, chances are it
will scroll by so fast you won’t be able
to read it. On the other hand, if you
transfer long files a great deal of the
time, then 1200 may be of value. Keep in
mind that while hte Punter Protocol runs
fine at 300 baud, we don’t know how it
will perform at higher speeds.

Most bulletin boards and info
services readily accept 300 baud, or
else accomodate both 300 and 1200 by
sensing your speed upon  log onj
therefore, most services will still be
available to you no matter how the 1200
baud units proliferate. However, a few
BBSE, notably some IBM PC stations,
purposely run only at 1200 baud to keep
out the 300 baud riffraff. In addition,
my sources reveal that some ‘"very

interesting” Commodore BBSs have gone
"underground" by switching over to 1200
baud. Therefore a faster modem may be
the key that unlocks some exclusive
doors. All in all, I believe that for
the mast home telecommunication
purposes, 300 baud is more than adequate

and will remain the norm for some time.

SOF-TEX

Disk Drive Service

ROGER HOGGARD
(817) 281-2608

Service Calis
Available
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CSM ALIGNMENT DISK

BY CRAIG BLACKMAN

Catalina Commodore Computer Club
Tucson, Arizona

Wow, wouldn’t it be nice to have a
disk drive program to help align vyour
drive. 1 thought so too. After reading a

glowing report in Compgute's Gazette
I sent in my $39.99 plus shipping and
handling charges and set out to align ay
disk drive. Wall, after my experiences,
I can’t recommend the C8M ALIGNMENT DISC.

I aligned two drives using the C8M
method and they were both over one
quarter track off. To check, the drives
were first aligned with the CSM program
and then Tom D’Angelo put them on his
scope to check the alignment against the
Dysan alignment disc. If vyour drive was
really bad this program might give you
an approximate alignment., Maybe good
enough to read most of vyour programs but
- thay will load slow and your friends may
not be able to read yvour disks, I tried
to align one of the drives for a third
time and the results were the same. The
speed check was only slightly better
showing a true 1007 to be 100.34%.

XOPERATION OF CSM DISCY The disc is
aligned by finding the mid point of
adjustment while turning the stepper
motor. You then continue to move the
stepper motor while waiting to see how
long it takes the drive to find various
tracks on the alignment disc, There is
no visual representation of relative
head position on the screen, so all of
this is done by feel. Remember, the
difference between in alignment and out
is only one to two thousands of an inch.
YPROTECTIONY This one has all types.
The author of this program also writes a
copy protection manual and newsletter. 1
wasn’t able to back it up and after
using the program I don’t want to.

(Ed Note: Doas anyone els2 have a
comment on this alignment system either
in agreement or opposed to the above.
Please contribute your experiences.)

SUPERWEDGE 3

ROGER INGERSOLL

Do YO have a disk full of
utilities that vou can never +ind when
you need them? Are vyou frustrated at
the linitz of vyour wedge program? Would
ou like all of our wutilities in one
program, a program that takes almnst no
basic memory? Read on.

Introducing SUFERWEDGE 2, the wedge
that will take the place of all vour
other wedges and utilities. Within one
program is housed a DOS wedge, auto
line numbering and renumbering, a disk
copy routine, un-new, a text editor,
micromon and much more.

This article is not to explain how
to use the functions of SUPERWEDGE 3,
but merely to introduce it to you. It
will sponn be available in the MCCC

1library on the disk named "Compuserve

DL #1". As its name implies, these
programs were mostly downloaded from
Compuserve from the 64 special interest
group. Over a period of several months
of downleoading and trying out programs,
1 compiled a disk of useful programs
for everyone. Included on this disk are
several programs for the Koala Pad and
several music selections. The “read me
first" file explains these programs., If
you do not have a sequential file
reader, never fear; SUPERWEDGE is here.
Use the command "tF:filename" to read a
sequential file to screen or printer.
SUFERWEDGE 2 is loaded with a .8
basic load. An 8 page documentation
fileis included : and named
“doc.superwedge". Flease ignore the
section about a loader program; this
requirement has been dropped from the
first two versions. The documentation
is simple and easy to understand. My

congratulations and thanke to Jim
Klitzing writing this excellent program
and making it available to public
domain.

All comments are appreciated. My
Compuserve D is 72414,3222 and Jim

Klitzing®s ID is 73204, 2576,
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A COMPARATIVE REVIEW OF THE MUSIC STUDIO BY ACTIVISION
AND THE MUSIC SHOP BY BRODERBUND
BY BARBARA CRAMER

A good music processor is as Method of cperation Keybd. Touchpd.
important to a musician as a word and/or or
processor is top a writer or secretary. Joystk. Joystk.
Whether your goal is to compuse or
simply arrange the work of others, your Pointer on playback YES YES
primary tool is the music processor.

The past six months have witnessed Music Theory Tutorial YES YES
a nice variety of software for the
amateur and knowledgable musician alike. SID Chip Tutorial YES NO
The MUSIC SHOFP and The MUSBIC STUDIO are
two recent additions to the shelves at Operates with
Babbage’s. Both are excellent programs FASTLOAD cartridge YES NO
with some dramatic differences and some
noteable improvements over their MUSIC NOTATION
predecessors.

MUSIC STUDIOD and MUSIC SHOF are 32nd notes YES NO
aimed at the serious musician who |is
familiar with music notation, although Triplets YES YES
their literature would dispute this
opinion. Both programs facilitate the Repeat Signs YES YES
easy entry of notes directly to the
staff in a complete and professional 1st & 2nd Ending Signs  YES NO
manner. Both offer the ability to
produce a manuscript on your Commodore Bar Lines %
or compatable printer. Measure Lines YES YES

I have always felt a good chart is
warth at least two pages of review Time Signature YES YES

verbage. The following is a comparison
of some of the major considerations EDITING FEATURES
important in selecting a music processor.

Easy erasuire of notes YES YES
GENERAL
MUSIC MUSIC Easy insertion of notes YES YES
SHOP STUDIO
Retail Price $44.95  $29.95 Check for correct number
(Babbage’s Price) ($35.948) ($25.45) of beats per measure YES NO
Instruction Manual S stars 3 stars Pick up a note already
on screen YES NO
Demonstration Pieces Excel. Poor
One-key shortcuts YES NO
Reference Guide YES NO
PERFORMANCE FEATURES
Organization Menus %
Windows Icons Change instrument

midway in song YES YES
Number of note positions

on screen at once AQ 8 Change tempo mid song YES ND
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Change volume mid song  YES NO Change Pulse Width,

. i Y
Vibrato control YES NO Sync. & Ring Modulation YES ES
Rename & save created

instruments seperate

from score NO YES

SOUND ADJUSTMENTS

Preset instruments 16 16

Listen to score as

Change ADSR, Octave, you change sound YES YES

Waveform & Filters YES YES

SAMPLE PRINTOUT

£ e .
et Fr oty ot MUSIC STUDIO
L R AR B ,

o r —— f"—tT l l:
et

MUSIC SHOP | =350ttt 212> o tst]

= £ = ‘jg::[‘:h'
F—tr—f = —

A music program that gives you more control will be one that you will use
for a longer period of time. In my opinion, THE MUSIC SHOP is well worth the
additional cost,

| IE! I,;»Ltj;; THTLL
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ALICE IN hold more than one object Alice must
first grab a basket. In scene two there
VIDEDLAND is a garden with a giant "Cheshire Cat"
who looks on as Alice meets the pipe
smoking caterpillar. In scene three
Alice in Videol and is a Alice is a pawn in a chess game where
revolutionary new type of game for the her opponents are the Jabberwocky and
Commodore 64, incorporating some of the Tweedledum and Tweedledee. In the final
finest graphics ever seen on any home scene, scene four, the most bizzare
computer, accompanied by a charming croquet game ever takes place. During
musical score. There are four different this scene you must help Alice hit the
games in one with Alice in Videoland. balls through the playing-card soldier
Each game or scene affects your ability hoops before the Queen-of-Hearts stomps
in future scenes and determines your on them!
eventual total score. The game had excellent play but I
in scene one the title screen would not suggest this for anyvone under
scrolls as Alice walks along and 7 or 8 vyears old although they are
gtumbles into the rabbit hole where the probably the ones that would be most
game begins. Points are scored there by familiar with the theme. Alice in
collecting objects such as baskets, Videoland is still an excellent value at

keys, cakes, and bottles. In order to just over ¢ 20,00 .
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ALPINE ADVENTURE

The Alpine Encounter, Random House
Saoftware’s first effort in this area, is
a spy thriller graphics adventure
program that is designed to be enjoyed
by the entire family.

As  an international undercover
agent, you have just 12 hours to recover
the stolen blueprintes to the world’s
first truly invincible missle! And thats
how the gtory starts. The screens are
full of color and you can switch the
picture in and out to read a full sreen
of text. All the clues vyou need to get
the blueprints back are hidden within
the luxurious ALPENHOF SKI RESORT. You
check into the resort to start to solve
the mystery and thwart the evil plans of
VODAC, a sinister, but brillantly
masterminded organization.

The adventure includes over 90
screens which include some very well
drawn graphics. Howaver, do not be

misled by the graphics on the box cover
which were photographed from the Apple
version., The graphices are good but not
nearly as great as the pictures imply. ’

Alpine Encounter also has an
exciting sequence of skiing. Similiar to
an arcade game you grip the joystick and
begin your adventure and pursuit of the
plans by skiing downhill at runaway
speeds.

One other unique function is the
ability to chart vyour progress by typing
the word "PRINTER". When typed the
entire adventure up to the point vyour at
is dumped to the printer allowing you to
chart your progress.

With Alpine Encounter there is no
quick and easy solution, so be prepared
to spend some time solving the mystery.

KENNEDY APPROACH

Kennedy Approach IS NOT A FLIGHT
SIMULATOR., With that out of the way we
can start to take a look at what appears
to be MicroProse Softwares best offering
yet for the Commodore &4!

In FKennedy Approach the player
takes the role of an Air Traffic
Controller trying to control the
planes~landing and taking off-at various
airports across the USA. In the
simulation there are several things to

deal with including bad weather,
in-flight emergencies, instrument
failures and an ever changing

enviroment. The game plays very well and
is also very easy to control provided
you have read the in depth instructions.
After all, vyou can’t learn to control
air traffic over night! This game also
claims to be the first simulation with
“realigtic high-quality speech right
from vyour computer", and in my opinion
they are not exaggerating the speech is

GREAT and is used well to simulate real
situations. The speech allows you to
hear both the plane’s radio calls and
your own broadcast messages as the
controller. Another unique feature is
that all functions can be controlled
from the joystick once you have enterd
the game. The simulation has several

different aircraft for you to control
along with the normal control commands
of headings, elevations and landings.

Overall the game is an excellent
simulation and is accompanied by some of
the best documentation 1 have seen (The
instructions are not overpowering and
full of useless information). 1 expect
to "hear" more from the company that
provided the speech programming,
ELECTRONIC  SPEECH SYSTEMS of BERKLEY,
CALIFORNIA, they deserve half the credit
for this very fine simulation!

? ALTERNATE START ?

Garry Wordelman has told us many
times about the Cold Start (8YS64738)
whereby vyou can reset the Cé4 without
turning it off or installing a reset
button. However, what if you do not want
to wipe out the program and start all
over?

Ron Brandy of the &4 Users Group in
Dallas has found a solution. "Buite by
accident 1 discovered the answer., I
couldn’t remember 8YS44738 so 1 tried
several combinations, +inally settling
on 5YS564538. This will clear the screen,
go back to the basic dark blue/light
blue READY state, but leave the memory

intact. 1f you have garbaged up the
sprite graphics in the program or
interrupted a music routine before

POKING off the sound, 85YS564538 will wipe
out the sprites, turn off the sound and
return you to the READY state. You may
still 1list the original program abd RUN
it again. Memory has not been touched."
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NEW LIBRARY DISKS

After many hours of work, the Library
Directory Disk is now available to all
members through the chapter librarians.
This catalog includes the directories of
all disks currently available in the
MCCC Library. Roger Hoggard has worked
many extra hours writing and improving
this program for our use, His program,
called "Cataloger® may also be used for

organizing your home library. This
generous member and master repairman
deserves an enthusiastic round of

applause for all his efforts in the
club’s behalf.

Four new disks are ready for your use
and enjoyment. The March TPUG disk (MCCC
Digk 828) has arrived. It’s contents:
Menu -~ includes
a description of the programs.
Firstdial 3
- terminal program witha 42K
buffer and new Punter
protocol includes docs.
Flexy Mortgage
- talculates mortgage payments
and more,
Bowling Ledger
- Bookkeeping for bowling
leagues,
Disk Utility
- wedge-type program including
documentation.
Creeps - space invader
type game.
Artillery - game.

Bob Lawson has donated a wutility disk
(MCCC DISK 262) that includes the
following programs.

S8prite Editor

Music Editor

Color Editor

- File Manager
System Manager
Time Manager

MCCC DISK 263, Games and Music, is also
a donation by Bob Lawson. These original
games include Nerves, El Sheister,
Explosion, Nightmare, Sheister Joe and
Maestro (which plays music selections).
Bob’s two disks have been s0 well
executed that we will be sending them to
other user groups upon request. Bab

deserves a big thank you for his
donation of such good work.

The last of this month’s new disks
includes the disk which was handed out
for the machine language session at the
Quarterly Meeting. The disk is an
excellent resource for those interested
in machine language. Among the programs
is a tutorial written by Jim Butterfield

and a binary-decimal ~hexadecimal
converter,

MEMBER ADS

The new SFD 1001-ONE MEGABYTE-DISK DRIVE
is available for only $375.00. This is a
double sided, double density disk drive
which gives you the ability to reduce
100 1541 disks to only 16 1001 disks.
Using the IEEE interface, the drive
loads twice as fast. Included is a FREE
utility disk. Five buyers are needed to

purchase at this price. If you are
interested, call Aaron Hightower at
498-7428.

SOFTWARE FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Cé4 computer, 1701 monitor,
1541 disk drive, BGemini 10X printer with
Tymac *Connection’ interface, VIC modem
14600, Koala Pad and joysticks. Also
Vaoice Master by Covox. Call John at
485-7491. No serious offer refused.

SOFTWARE FOR SALE:

Slam Ball Sentinel
Raunbow Walker New York City
Guasimodo Stealth
Whistler’s Brother Guest

Purple Turtles
The Music Shop
Phoenix Lair
Gallactic Battles
Vegas Jackpot

Super Bunny
Blazing Paddles
C’est La Vie
Skramble

and many more.

All in original boxes with original
documentation. Call John at 483-7491 for
prices.

Did you ever notice that the computer
used by Ellen and Ross Chandler to run
the Chateau on “All My Children" (TV
goap) ig none other than a Cé4!






